
RICHARD A. SPRAGUE 
. . . presents “bare-bones” budget 


INQUIRY, From A1 

A former Philadelphia prosecutor 
with a nationwide reputation for his 
courtroom victories, Sprague proposes 
to conduct thoroughly independent, si- 
multaneous inquiries into the two 
murders with a total staff of 170 peo- 
ple on an annual payroll of $3,635,000. 
At that rate, the average salary would 
be about $21,400. 

The House Judiciary Committee's 
inquiry, which recommended the im- 
peachment of President Nixon in 1974, 
cost approximately $1.9 million. The 
Senate Watergate investigation in 
1973-74, which preceded the House in- 
quiry and laid mubh of the ground- 
work for it, cost about $2 million. 

The Senate intelligence committee's 
subsequent investigation of the CIA, 
the FBI and other segments of the 
U.S. intelligence community cost even 
more: approximately $2,850,000. It had 
a staff of more than 120 people at its 
peak and lasted 18 months. As part of 
its work, the Senate inquiry found 
that senior officials of both the CIA 
and the FBI concealed crucial infor- 
mation in the course of investigating 
the Kennedy assassination for the 
Warren Commission. 


size of the budget does take your 
breath away." 

“How much of this do you think we 
will be able to spend in the first 
year?" he asked Sprague. 

“In any view this is a minimal 
budget that will be spent in a year,” 
replied Sprague who is rapidly build- 
ing up the committee staff on the 
strength of a preliminary $150,000 ap- 
propriation* 

After what seemed a long pause, 
Preyer pledged his support of the pro- 


Assassinations Inquiry Asks * 
$6.5 Million for First Year 


By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House Select Committee on As- 
' sassinations gingerly agreed yesterday 
to seek a $6.5 million budget for the 
first year of its investigations into the 
murders of President Kennedy and 
Martin Lutherj King Jr. 

The spending proposal, submitted at 
a formal committee session by chief 
counsel Richard A. Sprague, was more 
than twice the amount that committee 
members themselves had been pri- 
vately forecasting. 

“It blew my hat off, too ” Chairman 
Thomas Downing (D-Va.) tola report- 
ers. Just a few days ago, he said, “I 
thought sure that $2 million to $3 mil- 
lion (a year) would be enough." 


J 

Sprague presented the budget pro- 
posal as a “hare-bones” minimum and 
insisted that it could not be cut with- 
out compromising the quality of the 
House inquiry. Because of criticisms 
leveled at the FBI and the CIA in the 
Kennedy assassination investigation 
and at the FBI in the King murder 
probe, Sprague emphasized that the 
committee could not afford to cut cor- 
ners by relying on any government 
agencies for its detective work. 

The proposed inquiry, which is gen- 
erally expected to take two years to 
complete, would appear to be the big- 
gest and most expensive Congress has 
ever undertaken. 

See INQUIRY, A9, CeL 1 


In a special report last June, the 
Senate committee said it had not 
come up with evidence “sufficient to 
justify a conclusion that there was a 
conspiracy to assassinate President 
Kennedy ” but the committee said the 
“investigative deficiencies" it had un- 
covered were glaring enough to raise 
substantial doubts about the Warren 
Commission’s work and to justify con- 
tinued congressional investigation. 

The momentum for the present 
House inquiry was finally supplied in 
September when members of the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus, citing “new 
information" in the 1968 slaying of 
King, joined the drive and secured 
the support of House Democratic lead- 
ers. 

In a move yesterday that suggested 
continued support, Speaker-designate 
Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill (D-Mass.) 
gave his blessings to an unusual noon- 
hour appearance by Sprague on the 
House floor where he again plumped 
for the $6.5 million budget before the 
House Democratic caucus. 

Calling it “a bare-bottom figure,” 
Sprague argued that the cost of pro- 
fessional investigative work is not 
generally appreciated* He said the 


FBI spent more than $2 million just 
in the first three months of its work 
on the Patricia Hearst kidnaping. 

For the investigation of President 
Kennedy’s assassination alone, Spra- 
gue added, the Warren Commission 
had 83 staff members plus the full- 
time assistance of 150 FBI agents, 60 
Secret Service agents, 13 CIA officers 
and others from the Justice and State 
departments and the Internal Reve- 
nue Service. 

Even so, several members of the 
House committee itself, at yesterday 
morning's session, apparently found it 
difficult to persuade themselves that 
the $6.5 million request was for one 
year only. At one point. Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is expected to 
become chairman, asked Sprague 
“how much you will need on a fiscal 
year basis." 

“Sprague: “This is a yearly submis- 
sion, our budgetary reqest for this 
first year.” 

Gonzalez: “So we’re talking about 
$6 million per annum?” 

Sprague: “That is correct ” 

A few moments later, Rep. Richard- 
son Preyer (D-N.C.), the chairman of 
the subcommittee investigating the 
JFK assassination, observed that “the 


posed budget “You get what you pay 
for,” he observed. 

“Credibility is everything as far as 
this committee is concerned, "added 
Rep. Charles Thone (R-Neb.). He said 
he would support “every cent Mr* 
Sprague feels he needs to do a thor- 
ough, definitive job in both these in- 
vestigations.” 

1 The proposed budget must be sub- 
mitted in January to the House Ad- 
ministration Committee. Its chairman. 
Rep. Frank Thompson Jr. (D-N.J.), 
told a reporter yesterday that “as far 
as I’m concerned, they'll get any 
money they can justify," but doubted 
that any appropriation could clear the 
House floor before mid-February. 



